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Groundbreakers!

Amanda Thomsen

This month it's all about tech, and while | love tech, | feel like | don’t have a ton of new
stuff rocking my world. Is the groundbreaking tech finally slowing down or am | just
getting old? Both, you say ...? Well, I'd like to start and finish this column with
gratitude towards our automatic litter box.

Is an automatic litter box considered tech? It comes with an app so that qualifies it.
This litter box has an issue with every aspect of its one job, every day, but | still

2 worship it for (mostly) doing something | don’t want to do and that adds value to my
Auanndsy Theusee quality of life, not to mention my weird cats’ lives.

ShadeMap.app is something | use once a day—and it always shocks homeowners
when they look at it. You can pop in an address and slide a bar through the hours of the day to see how much sun a
yard gets and when. I've solved massive plant riddles with this thing! You can choose different months of the year,
as well. It's such a great tool, highly recommended. There are impostors not worth your time, trust.

Can anyone suggest a class booking platform better than Acuity? It's okay and it plugs right into my site and Google
Calendar, but it sure is missing just about every bell and/or whistle imaginable. I'm a big believer in “the devil you
know,” but that has gotten me HERE, which is somewhat unglamorous and extremely complicated. No one can
figure out how to add more than one class to their cart at a time, but they’re still booking!
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This is an oppropriate kid/parent class (some fee, just let me
know)

Sy By I 1028 ® L Hey! Did you know you can ask Claude to mercilessly

roast your entire business? Why would you?!



Well, | did. | fed it reports and business plans and ... then | didn’t sleep much that night. Frankly, Claude (whom I've
decided is a “she”) didn’t have too much to say about my business plan or cash flow, overall, except that my
business is based on me as a central point and there’s no way to achieve the next level of awesomeness with that
as a sticking point, so | spent hours thinking of a way to fix it and there isn’t one. | don’t want to change it—it's all
about me! So take that, Claude! | told her | felt that way and she was like, “Okay, then” and that was the end of it.

Again, thanks so much to the automatic litter box. Really, some genius stuff. My sister has TWO and | thought,
“Wow! She’s FANCY!” But now | get it. | wish | could have two, but that's financially bonkers. Way more financially
bonkers than making a shop app just because you want to, | think. GP

Amanda Thomsen is a funky, punky garden writer and author with her own store, Aster Gardens in Lemont, Illinois.
Her store info is at KissMyAster.com and you can follow her on Facebook, Twitter, Threads AND Instagram
@KissMyAster. Email her at amanda@kissmyaster.com.



